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Keira Kilbane Foundation
Newsletter
Keeping you updated on the events and happenings of the Keira Kilbane
Foundation!

This issue of the Keira Kilbane Foundation Newsletter will provide the 2015 Year in
Review. Future newsletters will be provided quarterly to highlight our activities over the
last quarter and upcoming events.

Keira Kilbane Foundation Fundraising Updates
We were very pleased with the success of our fundraising in 2015. Below is a summary of
our primary fundraising events. Pictures can be found on our website: 
http://www.keirakilbanefoundation.org.php53-22.ord1-1.websitetestlink.com/past-events/ 

Saturday, September 26th was the Keira Kilbane Foundation Benefit and Silent Auction
held at St. Ignatius of Antioch Church. This was an evening of food and entertainment with
featured raffle prizes including a golf package, tickets to the Wizard of Oz (Playhouse
Square), and a Pandora bracelet. We raised around $8,000 after expenses.

The Keira Kilbane Foundation 5K Walk/Run occurred on Saturday, August 8, 2015 at
Station Road Bridge Trailhead in Brecksville, OH. We had 100 participants in this event.
The winner, Patrick Kolozvary, has a son Kellen that is currently battling a type of brain
cancer. We raised around $2,500 after expenses.

The Keira Kilbane Memorial Shootout occurred on Saturday, April 26th at Hoop Guru in
Brunswick, OH. This was an AAU basketball tournament with proceeds going towards our
foundation. We raised $1,900 after expenses.

http://us11.campaign-archive1.com/?u=eefd46c95d19c76af81267fd3&id=9b20c294e3&e=%5BUNIQID%5D
http://www.keirakilbanefoundation.org.php53-22.ord1-1.websitetestlink.com/past-events/
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The Keira Kilbane Foundation partnered with Salon Evangelene and Medina Pediatrics for
a Cut-a-Thon on Friday, January 9th. Dr. Stacey Memberg (Keira's pediatrician) helped
organize this event as she was donating her hair to Locks of Love in honor of Keira.
Twelve people ended up donating their hair and we raised around $1,000. 

We will be partnering with Salon Evangelene once again for a Cut-a-Thon on Friday,
March 18th from 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. See our website for further details: 
http://www.keirakilbanefoundation.org.php53-22.ord1-1.websitetestlink.com/upcoming-
events/ 

Keira Kilbane Foundation Research
We established the Keira Kilbane Cancer Discovery Fund at Rainbow Babies and
Children's Hospital (where Keira was treated) in February 2015.  We donated $10,000 to
the discovery fund throughout 2015. This fund will be used to support childhood cancer
research with a focus on leukemia.

Dr. Irina Pateva was selected as the first recipient of a grant from the Keira Kilbane
Cancer Discovery Fund. The grant from the Keira Kilbane Cancer Discovery Fund will
allow her to analyze the link between Cdk5 and leukemia using samples not just from UH
Rainbow patients, but patient samples obtained from the Children's Oncology Group
(COG). Further updates on Dr. Pateva's research will be provided in future newsletters.

We also committed to donate $25,000 over five years to Rainbow Babies and Children's
Hospital for the creation of the new pediatric cancer inpatient unit. This will allow patients
and families to have upgraded facilities for their treatment and bring the inpatient and
outpatient units into the same building. It will also enable the physicians to continue to
provide their excellence in patient care.

Keira Kilbane Foundation - Supporting Patients & Families in Treatment
The Keira Kilbane Foundation provided financial support to four families in 2015. 

Quinn Demko was diagnosed with terminal brain cancer in the end of 2014. Keira and
Quinn became friends while undergoing their treatment in 2014. Quinn's dad, Jeremy had
to stop working to help take care of Quinn because Quinn's mom Tina was pregnant and
unable to be around Quinn due to the chemotherapy he was receiving. We provided them
$1,000 to help relieve some of the financial burden they experienced due to his treatment
and diagnosis.

Paisley Wright was diagnosed with infant ALL in 2014. Her mother, Samantha Wright was
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unable to work during Paisley's treatment as she was a single mother and the sole
caretaker of Paisley. Unfortunately Paisley passed away in the earlier part of 2015.  We
provided Samantha $500 to assist with the financial burden she experienced while her
daughter Paisley was in treatment and the expenses incurred for funeral arrangements.

Kendall Evans was diagnosed with Langerhans Cell Histiocytosis when she was only four
months old. Keira and Kendall also met at Rainbow Babies and Children's Hospital and
became friends. We were in outpatient clinic together while Keira did her initial two years
of treatment. We then overlapped inpatient hospital stays in early 2014 when Keira
relapsed. Kendall found out that she needed to undergo additional treatment in later 2015
(shortly before Christmas). Her mother Tammy had to quit her job yet again to be able to
take Kendall to her appointments. Therefore we provided them with $1,000 to help relieve
some of the financial burden and try to help their family have a good Christmas.  

The final family we helped was Vito Skaro (Valient Vito) who was diagnosed with a type of
brain cancer called Medulloblastoma in August 2014. He battled valiantly, but sadly
passed away in December 2015. We provided his parents Matt and Nicole Skaro with
$500 to help offset funeral and treatment expenses.

We donated $500 to assist families with parking expenses, that are currently in treatment
for childhood cancer. Parking is unfortunately an expense that can add up for families
having extensive hospital stays.  We also donated $300 worth of arts and crafts for the
patients use during their inpatient stays.
 



Following the Keira Kilbane Foundation Benefit & Silent Auction we provided a meal to the
pediatric cancer inpatient unit consisting of chicken, pasta, potatoes, and salad. We also
provided individual pretzel bags and granola bars following the 5K. We intended to provide
dinner on New Year's Eve, but the inpatient pediatric cancer unit had to cancel due to food
restrictions. We intend to reschedule in early 2016.

Thanks to the generous donations we have received the Keira Kilbane Foundation has
been able to continue to support the fight against childhood cancer.

For anyone that is interested in making a donation they can be made through PayPal
directly on our website using the "Donate Now" button.  Cash or checks made payable to
the Keira Kilbane Foundation can be mailed to the Keira Kilbane Foundation, P.O. Box
1530, Medina, OH 44258. We are a 501(c)(3) non-profit public charity so your
contributions are tax deductible to the extent allowed by the law.

Children are 10% of the population, but 100% of our future.
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